Interferon-gamma induces class II antigen expression on cultured rat mesangial smooth muscle cells.
In this study, Ia antigen expression was detected on cultured rat mesangial smooth muscle (MSM) cells by anti-Ia monoclonal antibodies and indirect immunofluorescence when the cultures were stimulated with recombinant interferon-gamma. This finding may be relevant to the increased expression of Ia on mesangial cells during immunologically mediated glomerulonephritis, since it is possible that Ia expression may be induced not only on mesangial macrophages but also in MSM cells during immunologic pathogenesis of glomerular injury.